Why is Jair Bolsoncro
facing criminal charges
INn Brazil?



= The former president stands accused of
orchestrating a criminal enterprise to undermine
and ultimately abolish the rule of law in the country.

= The federal chief prosecutor exposed a plot to
overthrow the government that ultimately led
to attacks on the three branches of power.

= A police investigation uncovered plans to
assassinate president Lula, vice president
Alckmin, and justice Moraes.

== The supreme court (stf)
has secured a fair trial and is
waiting for the defendants’
closing arguments to deliver
a verdict.

= holsonaro and his son are alleged to have
colluded with trump allies in an attempt to
extort the brazilian judiciary and government.

Why is Jair Bolsonaro facing criminal charges in Brazil?




" =
| §upreme Court hears Bolsonaro and

seven other defendants in_ the coup
pplotin June 2025. | : -

— Jair Bolsonaro and seven former members of his
government, including four generals, are defendants in a
criminal case before the Supreme Court, accused of
attempting to overthrow the constitutional order. The
indictment, filed by the Federal Chief Prosecutor Office on
February 18, relies on a Federal Police inquiry into the violent
assaults on the seats of the three branches of government in
Brasilia on January 8, 2023, and related prior events.

The criminal case involves a total of 34 people, including top
security officials who helped carry out the attacks. Jair
Bolsonaro is directly accused of:

= Leading an armed criminal organization

= Attempting to violently abolish the
democratic rule of law

= Attempted coup d’état

= Causing damage to federal property
through violence and serious threats

- Deterioration of a protected heritage site
(The Three Powers Square is aUNESCO
World Heritage site)
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The key pieces of evidence supporting the Federal Chief Prosecutor’s
case against Jair Bolsonaro and his associates are documents and
recordings produced by the defendants themselves. Here are some
notable examples:

—e A video of an official cabinet meeting in which Bolsonaro orders
government actions against the Electoral Tribunal, with one minister
discussing illegal espionage targeting candidates, and another
proposing to trigger a coup before the elections.

e Spreadsheets outlining police roadblocks planned for election day
during the runoff, specifically targeting regions with strong support for
President Lula.

e Digital files and personal notes detailing a campaign aimed at
discrediting the electoral process both within Brazil and abroad.

e Falsified reports about vote counts in the 2018 and 2022 elections.

e Digital files containing drafts of decrees to annul election results,
establish a military junta, shut down Congress, and arrest political
leaders and Supreme Court justices.

e Digital plans for terrorist attacks labeled “Copa 2022” and “Punhal
Verde Amarelo,” intended to assassinate President Lula, Vice
President Geraldo Alckmin, and Justice Alexandre de Moraes.
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The indictment also describes the roles of the 34 defendants in funding
and organizing roadblocks on federal highways and protests in front of
military bases, demanding a military intervention to block Lula's

inauguration.
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The individuals responsible for the attacks on the Federal Police
headquarters and the arson of passenger buses on the day of the
elected president’s certification (December 12, 2022) came from the
camp in front of the Army’s headquarters in Brasilia.

Terrorists who attempted to blow up a fuel truck at Brasilia’s
International Airport on Christmas Eve of that year also originated from
the same camp at the Army headquarters.
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Bolsonaro is accused of running a criminal organization made up of his
closest aides in the government and military:

WALTERBRAGANETTO
Army general, former Minister of Defense, and Bolsonaro's

2022 running mate.

4 AUGUSTOHELENO
M Army general, former head of the Institutional Security Office.

ALEXANDRE RAMAGEM
Ramagem, former head of Brazil’s Intelligence Agency (Abin).

ANDERSON TORRES
» Former Minister of Justice and former security secretary for the

L. Federal District.

ALMIRGARNIER,ALMIRANTE
Admiral, former Commander of the Navy.

PAULO SERGIO NOGUEIRA
Army general and former Minister of Defense.

MAUROCID
Army lieutenant colonel and former aide-de-camp.

Under Brazilian law, the former president and his top associates face
sentences that could add up to 43 years behind bars.

January 8th marked the final chapter in an ongoing plot to overthrow the
government. It was also the last, posthumous act of Jair Bolsonaro’s
presidency. Donald Trump’s attempt to pressure for Bolsonaro’s trial to
be halted amounts to resurrecting and finishing the failed coup — a
move widely rejected by democracy supporters in Brazil and around the
globe.
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Bolsoncro is not a
victim of “a witch hunt”

The documents, testimonies, and tangible evidence of crimes against
democracy attributed to Jair Bolsonaro and his associates were
collected over 17 months of police investigation, overseen by the
courts, and completed in November 2024. On February 18th, the
Federal Chief Prosecutor’s Office filed charges, which were
unanimously accepted by the five justices of the First Panel of the
Supreme Court on April 11th.

Since then, all the defendants, their lawyers, and 61 witnesses they
named have been heard. On June 26th, the Federal Chief
Prosecutor’s Office asked for the conviction of the defendants, and the
deadline for defenses’ final arguments was set—marking the last step
before the trial.

It’s false to claim that Bolsonaro is a victim of political persecution. It’s
also reckless for his ally Donald Trump to call it a “witch hunt.” The
legal process is unfolding strictly according to due process. All the
defendants have been guaranteed full defense rights ever since the
police inquiry was opened on June 26, 2023.

Over these past two years, Bolsonaro has operated freely both inside
and outside Brazil to oppose the criminal case. Instead of gathering
evidence in his favor, he organized protests to attack the electoral
system, the Supreme Court, and its justices; he threatened Congress
to push for his amnesty; and he even sent his son, Eduardo Bolsonaro,
tothe U.S. to conspire with Trump’s officials for external interventionin
Brazil’s judicial system.

It was only after this conspiracy was confirmed—through aggressive
trade sanctions and explicit blackmail against Brazil by the Trump
administration—that the Supreme Court issued its first injunction
against Bolsonaro on July 17th. He was banned from traveling and
from approaching foreign embassies in Brasilia, and he was required
to wear an electronic ankle monitor, measures provided for under
Brazilian law for crimes like serious threats and obstruction of justice.
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Once again, confirming the external conspiracy against the Brazilian
judiciary, the day after, the Trump government retaliated by revoking
the visas of Supreme Court Justices entering the U.S. And one week
later, it imposed unilateral economic sanctions on Justice Alexandre
de Moraes, the lead prosecutor in the case, under the Magnitsky Act.

The injunctions rendered by Justice Moraes were confirmed by 4 out
of the 5 members of the Supreme Court’s First Panel, which is
responsible for overseeing the criminal case. Because Bolsonaro
disobeyed these measures and challenged the authority of the
Supreme Court, he has been under house arrest since August
4th—also a measure allowed under Brazilian law.
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Useful sources:

FORMER PRESIDENT ACCUSED OF HEADING A CRIMINAL
ORGANIZATION TO UNDERMINE THE RULE OF LAW

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2025/02/bolsonaro-e-denunciado-sob-acusaca
o-de-liderar-trama-golpista.shtml

https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/articles/cqx0j11p9gzo

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/politica/golpe-de-estado-organizacao-criminosa-enten
da-a-denuncia-contra-bolsonaro/

ATTORNEY GENERAL FILES CHARGES OVERCOUPPLOT THAT
LED TO ATTACKS ON ALL THREE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

https://gl.globo.com/politica/noticia/2025/04/22/denuncia-do-golpe-entenda-a-acus
acao-da-pgr-contra-as-seis-pessoas-do-nucleo-2.ghtml

https://agenciabrasil.ebc.com.br/justica/noticia/2025-02/pgr-denuncia-bolsonaro-e-
mais-33-por-tentativa-de-golpe-de-estado
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/politica/pgr-pede-condenacao-de-jair-bolsonaro-por-te
ntativa-de-golpe-de-estado/

https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/poder/2025/03/denuncia-da-pgr-contra-bolsonaro-tem
-pontos-robustos-e-frageis-entenda.shtml

POLICE INVESTIGATION REVEALS PLANS TO ASSASSINATE
PRESIDENT LULA, VICE PRESIDENT ALCKMIN, AND JUSTICE MORAES

https://noticias.uol.com.br/ultimas-noticias/agencia-estado/2024/11/20/pf-relata-plan
o-para-assassinar-lula-alckmin-e-moraes-em-trama-de-golpe.htm

https://veja.abril.com.br/coluna/maquiavel/plano-para-matar-lula-alckmin-e-moraes-f
oi-impresso-no-planalto-diz-pf/

https://gl.globo.com/politica/noticia/2024/11/19/veja-documento-em-que-militares-g
olpistas-planejam-matar-lula-e-alckmin-por-tiro-ou-veneno.ghtmi

https://www.cartacapital.com.br/justica/plano-para-matar-lula-alckmin-e-moraes-env
olveu-carro-oficial-do-exercito-diz-a-pf/

SUPREME COURT ENSURES DEFENDANTS’ RIGHTTO AFULL
DEFENSE AND WAITS FOR FINAL STATEMENTS BEFORE CLOSING THE TRIAL

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZTz9tyNk3nE&themeRefresh=1
https://gl.globo.com/jornal-nacional/noticia/2025/08/14/stf-recebe-alegacoes-finais-

das-defesas-de-bolsonaro-e-mais-seis-reus-do-nucleo-crucial-da-tentativa-de-golpe.
ghtml



https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/articles/c99m31mb5jpvo
https://www.estadao.com.br/politica/julgamento-de-bolsonaro-ja-pode-ser-realizado-
apos-entrega-de-alegacoes-finais-saiba-como-vai-ser/?srsltid=AfmBOoqCL1xgylLyl
dPJEIXQeL_gmY7GBIlcxFX2UZRSPEDDW00130JGH

BOLSONARO AND HIS SON ALLEGEDLY CONSPIREDWITH TRUMP
ASSOCIATES TO PRESSURE BRAZIL’S JUDICIARY AND GOVERNMENT

https://cbn.globo.com/politica/noticia/2025/08/21/pf-acredita-que-eduardo-bolsonaro
-tentou-ludibriar-governo-trump-para-atingir-objetivos-criminosos.ghtml

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsvfWO3K-ek

https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/politica/pf-avalia-que-eduardo-tentou-ludibriar-eua-por-
objetivos-criminosos/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X13kGbpyKIU
JANUARY 8, 2023 ATTACKS:
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-64206177

https://www.conjur.com.br/2025-ago-13/como-a-historia-constitucional-pode-ajudar-
na-tipificacao-da-tentativa-de-golpe-de-estado-de-2022-e-2023/

HIGHWAY BLOCKADES:

https://veja.abril.com.br/economia/atos-golpistas-bloqueiam-rodovias-em-dois-estad
os/

https://www.metropoles.com/brasil/ha-1-ano-bolsonaristas-inconformados-paravam-
brs-e-buscavam-quarteis

PANDEMIC:

https://brasil.elpais.com/brasil/2020-06-03/descaso-do-governo-com-o-coronavirus-
abre-caminho-para-levar-agentes-publicos-aos-tribunais.html

https://www.ihu.unisinos.br/categorias/603611-em-desaparecidos-da-covid-19-cienti
stas-denunciam-o-descaso-de-bolsonaro-pela-pandemia -

BOLSONARO CORRUPTION:
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/brasil-63232593

https://noticias.uol.com.br/politica/ultimas-noticias/2022/08/30/patrimonio-familia-jai
r-bolsonaro-dinheiro-vivo.htm

THE BOLSONARO FAMILY:
https://www.bbc.com/portuguese/articles/c99n52wrdyno

https://www.brasildefato.com.br/2022/04/07 /familia-bolsonaro-acumula-indicios-de-e
nvolvimento-com-milicianos-relembre-os-casos/



